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Out of the Mouths of Babes 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


66H YON'T look so worrious, Mother !” 

I sighed from the hopeless pile 

On the desk, “Please, dear, don’t bother; 
Run out and play awhile.” 


“Don’t be so anxious, Martha !” 
Again the tender tone. 

“Dear Master, do not bother, 
I will worl this out alone.” 


But at last, in the quiet garden, 
Where I knew they waited me, 
I came and laid my burden 
Just where it ought to be. ... 


Sometimes in a child’s sweet chatter 
One hears an arresting word; 
And what does the spelling matter 
When the message comes from the 
Lord? 
w 


Partial or Complete Rapture ? 


Will the whole Church of Christ be 
taken from the earth at His Second 
Coming? For many years the Times has 
taken its stand with that large company 
of evangelical believers in this and other 
lands who believe that all who are truly 
born again ‘will “be caught up together 
with them [those who sleep in Jesus] 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air” (1 Thess, 4:17). Some weeks ago, 
while he was holding meetings in Phila- 
delphia, Dr. Walter Wilson of Kansas 
City quoted to a group of friends a con- 
cise and pointed reply given by Lyell 
Rader, brother of Paul Rader, to some- 
one who asked him who would be taken 


. 


in the Rapture. Said Mr. Rader: “Those 
who will be leaving are those who are 
believing.” This encouraging and easily 
remembered answer seems to be in full 
accord with the fact that the true Church 
is the Body of Christ, and with the con- 
clusion of the great passage on the Sec- 
ond Coming in 1 ,Thessalonians 4, 
“Wherefore comfort one another with 
these words.” 
ax 


The Trial of Inactivity 


To be quiet and do nothing, when 
one is accustomed to bustling activity, 
is a great trial. It comes to those whose 
health and strength fail with the mount- 
ing years, and to many in the prime of 
life who are laid aside by prolonged ill- 
ness. Then it is that our restless, human 
nature is put to a severe test. Fletcher 
of Madeley was one of that company of 
famous preachers of the eighteenth cen- 
tury who awakened England. In 1776 
his health failed so much that he was 
completely laid aside from public work, 
and obliged to leave Madeley entirely 
for the long space of five years. Con- 
cerning this period in his life, Bishop 
Ryle wrote: “His one employment was 
that most wearing and depressing one, 
the search for health; and many, strange, 
and various were the remedies he seems 


to have tried in order to obtain it, At 

no time of his life, perhaps, did his graces 

shine more than they did at this. He 

gave full proof that he could bear God’s 

will as well as do it, suffer patiently as 

well as work actively, sit stil) and do 

nothing as well as run about and do a 

great deal. Let me here express my own 

firm conviction, that this is the highest 

point of excellence in a Christian, Self- 

conceit, and the love of the praise of 

men, will often help us to preach, and 

speak, and write, and make a great noise 

in the world. Nothing but great grace 

will enable us to be content to do noth- 

ing, and to sit still and wait. No won- 

der that one who came to visit him at 

Newington, when he was thought to be 

dying, said afterwards, ‘I went to see a 
man that had one foot in the grave, but 
I found a man that had one foot in 

Heaven.’” Can we, too, “bear God’s 
will as well as do it’? When we cannot, 
it is often a sign of some lingering shreds 
of pride in our hearts, a vestige of the 
belief that we could manage things bet- 
ter than He does. Then it is that we 
need to remember Paul’s exhortation to 
be “patient in tribulation”; and James’, 
“But let patience have her perfect work”; 
and to “consider him that endured such 
contradiction of sinners against himself, 
lest ye be wearied sand faint in your 
minds.” 


ll. The Secret of Victory Over Sin 


By Principal L. E. Maxwell, Prairie Bible Institute 


SE days of war remind us afresh 

| of the man who reported to his 
commanding officer, “I have taken 

a prisoner.” His commander said, “Bring 
him along with you.” “He won’t come,” 
complained the soldier. “Well, then, 
come yourself,” replied the officer. ‘“T 
can’t, he won’t let me,” was the final 
acknowledgment. I fear there is a 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid” (John 14:27). 




















great deal of Christian victory that is 
no deeper than that. All Christians have 
indeed been freed from the penalty of 
sin, but what about sin’s power? Are 
we to camp forever around the truth 
of ovr justification, that “where sin 
abounded, grace did much ‘more 
abound”? Were we justified that we 
might be legally safe, or that we might 
become morally and. spiritually sound? 
Were we not declared righteous in Christ 
that we might be holy in life? 

Most of God’s children seem to have 
assumed the position that having been 
justified it is quite optional whether or 
not we live unto ourselves. Our rest- 
less and uneasy consciences would often 
stir us up to heart conviction of our 
unholiness. But we have contented oy” 
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selves with our judicial standing in 
Christ. We have misused and abused 
the blessed truth that “if any man sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous.” Perhaps 
unconsciously to ourselves we have set- 
tled down to an ordinary and defeated 
Christian life, a customary unholiness, 
When the Captain of our salvation looks 
to us to be more than conquerors, to tri- 
umph in every place and take captivity 
captive, we cannot bring our sinful lives 
into obedience. “Well, then, come your- 
self,” cries our Captain. But indwell- 
ing sinful self “won’t let me.” 

Some Christians have been affrighted 
by the fanatical extremes of perfection- 
ism, Their fears are not without foun- 
dation. However, we commend to the 
reader the wise words of Dr. A, J. Gor- 
don: 4 : 

Divine truth as revealed in Scripture 
seems often to lie between two extremes. 
If we regard the doctrine of sinless per- 
fection as a heresy, we regard contentment 
with sinful perfection as a greater heresy. 
And we gravely fear that many Christians 
make the apostle’s words, ‘If we say that 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,’ the 
unconscious justification for a low stand- 
ard of Christian living. It were almost 
better for one to overstate the possibil- 
ities of sanctification in his eager grasp 
after holiness, than to understate them 
in his complacent satisfaction with a tra- 
ditional unholiness. Certainly it is not an 
edifying spectacle to see a Christian world- 
ling throwing stones at a Christian per- 
fectionist. 

But what saith the Scripture? “Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound? God forbid” (Rom. 6:1, 2). 

Is the reader one of those souls who 
has discovered that whereas you thought 
you had taken a prisoner captive you 
find yourself a slave, a veritabie victim 
of self and indwelling sin? You find 
yourself double-minded and unstable in 
all your ways? You cry with Paul: “The 
good that I would I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do.” You have 
watched and prayed. You have strug- 
gled and fought, you have mourned and 
wept over the futility of your effort to 
live for Christ. You may have tried to 
pray all night, or “pray through” in or- 
der to “get the blessing.” How often 
you have been filled with disgust and 
shame and secret weeping over your in- 
ward wrongness! But in spite of all 
your agonizing and strivings you find 
your resolutions only so many ropes of 
sand. Self can never cast out self. You 
are becoming weaker and weaker in 
your struggle against sin. Even your 
faith seems to be fading out. When you 
“would” take sin a prisoner, bring him 
along, lock him up, let him have no lib- 
erty, you find that you are actually the 
captive. Sin and self are in virtual con- 
trol of the entire sweep of your life. 
What inward tragedy and conflict and 
defeat! Oh, the folly and futility of self- 
eifort ! 

But there is a redeeming feature. Faith 
is often born in despair. To become 
“exceeding sinful” in our own eyes may 


bring us to Paul’s heart-rending cry: 
“O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?” 
(Rom, 7:24.) 

“God is a tower without a stair, 

And His perfection loves despair.” 

What is the matter? Wherein is our 
trouble? We have proceeded on the 
wrong basis. We have missed God’s way 
of victory over sin. James H. McCon- 
key well says: “God lays His founda- 
tions deep. Victory over sin He lays 
in the deeps of death. The Holy Spirit 
begins His triumphant teaching of the 
believer’s victory over sin by one terse, 
striking, graphic phrase, ‘dead to sin.’” 
Notice in Romans 6 the Spirit’s emphasis 
on death to sin: “dead to sin” (v. 2); 
“died unto sin” (v. 10); “dead indeed 
unto sin” (v. 11). 

In verse 10 we have the truth that 
Jesus Christ died not only for sins, but 
that “he died unto sin.” When He was 
“made sin” God exacted of Him sin’s 
penalty to the full. That penalty was 
death. In death sin’s penalty and power 
were exhausted. Sin’s power as well as 
sin’s claims are no more. Hence we read 
“death hath no more dominion over 
him.” Christ died unto sin. He now 
lives forever unto God beyond the touch 
and reach of sin. 

Paul asks: “Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound? God forbid. 
We who died to sin, how shall we any 
longer live therein? Or are ye ignorant 
that all we who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death?” 
(Rom. 6:2, 3, R.V.) Note that Paul does 
not say we have actually died, neither 
is he saying we are literally “dead to 
sin.” But Paul is saying that which is 
true of every believer; namely, that he 
is dead to sin through his union with 
Christ. Each and every believer has 
been baptized by the Spirit into Christ. 
“He that is joined unto the Lord is one 
spirit” — one with the Crucified. When 
Christ took upon Himself my humanity, 
apart from which He could never have 
borne the penalty for my sins, He made 
me one with Himself. I am identified 
with Him. He not only died for me, but 
I died with Him. He took me with Him- 
self into death, and His death was my 
death to sin. He took me through the 
cross, down into the tomb, and out of 
the tomb on and beyond the reach of 
sin’s dominion. This is the great basic 
fact. The Holy Ghost says to you and to 
me: Know ye—know that Christ took 
your place, fastened you to Himself 
(Himself being in your very humanity), 
and took you into death, and through 
death out into glorious resurrection and 


“emancipation from sin’s dominion. 


Regardless of our feelings, we are to 
reckon on this great fact, —of our union 
with Christ in: death and resurrection. 
‘Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
unto sin, but alive unto God in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom. 6:11, R.V.). Note that Paul 


(Continued on page 31) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


A Fundamental Program for 
The World Day of Prayer 


We have a small group of born-again 
Christians here in this town who do not 
approve of following the Federal Council 
of Churches in their plan for the World 
Day of Prayer, usually taking place the 
first Friday in Lent. But we do want a 
united world day of prayer with Funda- 
mental evangelical churches, and would 
like to be able to urge the other churches 
to join with us instead of with the above- 
mentioned group. We feel that it is dan- 
gerous to give out to the people who 
attend this meeting the literature sent out 
by the Council, as many of the statements 
in it are unscriptural and are bordering 
too much on the social gospel and mod- 
ernistic teaching.—A Montana reader. 

For some years THE SuNDAY ScHOOL 
Times has been unable to recommend to 
its readers the printed program for the 
World Day of Prayer issued by the Fed- 
eral Council each year, because of mod- 
ernistic statements contained in the text 
of the program itself, or in quotations 
from well-known Modernist writers, or 
even from those who made no pretense 
of being Christians. For example, the 
program for the first Friday in Lent, 
February 28, 1941, contained several quo- 
tations from Confucius; and it asked 
worshipers to pray “for the coming of 
the kingdom and its realization of a fam- 
ily of nations founded on the fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of man,” — 
two immensely popular but fallacious 
teachings concerning man’s spiritual 
nature, which have no basis in Scrip- 
ture. 

Last year the American Council of 
Christian Churches issued a thoroughly 
sound and attractively Printed booklet 
giving a complete program for the World 
Day of Prayer. This contained such 
items as a confession of faith, well- 
known hymns, suggestions for prayer, 
Scripture selections, and responsive 
readings. Another such program will be 
published for the World Day of Prayer, 
February 25, 1944, and copies may be had 
free of charge from The American Coun- 
cil of Christian Churches, 340 W. 55th 
Street, New York City., 


CHAPLAINS AND FREE Rapio Towe 


Through the efforts of the Commission 
on Army and Navy Chaplains of the 
American Council, thirty-seven chaplains 
have been appointed to the armed forces. 
These men will preach the true Gospel 
of salvation through the blood of Christ. 

The Blue Network has granted the 
American Council free time on the radio. 
Beginning on February 4, the broadcast 
will be given every Friday from 12.15 to 
12.30 p.m. (E.W.T.), and will continue for 
13 weeks on the theme, “Jesus Christ 
and Him Crucified.” (A transcription 


may be heard on WJZ, 1.45 to 2 p.m.) In 
each broadcast there will be hymns, a 
prayer, and a Gospel message. 





————— 
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Archeology and the Age 


of Solomon 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D., Assoc. Prof. of Archeology 


2. Solomon's Seaport 


Wheaton College; 


logical Editor of The Sunday Schoo! Times 


OME aspects of the reign of Solomon 
S were once thought to be late legen- 

dary additions to the Bible. How- 
ever, the archeological discoveries are 
showing the accuracy of the Biblical in- 
dications of Solomon’s period. The dis- 
covery of Solomon’s stables, discussed 
in our last article, is one example of 
such confirmation, but there are also 
other details upon which light has re- 
cently been shed. 

One of the unusual features of Solo- 
mon’s reign is given in the Book of 
Kings, where we read that Solomon de- 
veloped a merchant marine, and had a 
seaport down on the eastern arm of the 
Red Sea: “And king Solomon made a 
navy of ships in Ezion-geber, which is 
beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red 
sea, in the land of Edom” (1 Kings 9:26). 


How the Site Was Identified 


The site of Ezion-geber, often refer- 
red to as “Solomon’s seaport,” was ex- 
cavated during the years 1938-1940 under 
the direction of Nelson Glueck, the di- 
rector of the American Schools of Orien- 
tal Research. The excavators found 
evidence that the oldest city there be- 
longed to the time of Solomon. Among 
the things that demonstrated this was 
the fact that the same architectural and 
engineering skill obtained here as in the 


town of Megiddo of Solomon’s time. 


Furthermore,. the gateway of Ezion- 
geber was almost the same as the one 
found at Lachish from the period of 
King Solomon. The pottery fragments 
also furnished indication as to the date, 
and, along with the other evidence, en- 
abled the archeologists to identify this 
mound as Solomon’s seaport. 

A whole chapter in the activity of 
Solomon has been supplied by the dis- 
coveries at this site. As we know from 
Scripture, Solomon engaged in trade, 
sending down to Ophir and elsewhere 
for gold, silver, ivory, and other rare 
goods. These trade journeys took some 
time, some as much as three years (1 
Kings 9:28; 10:22). The question arises 
as to what Solomon exported in ex- 
change, when these commercial expedi- 
fions were made. By way of an answer, 
the excavations show that a part of his 
expcrt must have been copper, because 
an unusual copper refinery was found 
here at this seaport. 

This refinery was found in the excava- 
tions of the first season. Dr. Glueck 
describes it as the finest and largest 
smelting and refining plant ever dis- 
covered in the ancient Near East. He 
says: “It was provided with a compli- 


cated system of flues and air-channels 
almost modern in aspect and function. 
To this refinery were brought the ores 
mined and partly ‘roasted’ at smaller 
furnaces along the length of the Arabah. 
. . - It seems safe to assume that most 
of the first town on the site was occupied 
by an elaborate complex of industrial 
plants devoted to the smelting and re- 
fining of copper and iron, end the manu- 
facturing of metal articles for home and 
foreign markets. The entire town was 
a great factory site, of a nature unparal- 
leled in the history of the ancient Orient. 
Ezion-geber was the Pittsburgh of Pal- 
estine, in addition to being its most im- 
portant port.” (“Bulletin of the Ameri- 
can Schools of Oriental Research,” No. 
75, October, 1939, p. 10.) 

When the archeologists began work at 
Ezion-geber, they noticed that the pre- 
vailing winds came from the north, The 
area is hemmed in on each side by moun- 
tains which form a trough, through 
which the winds blow from the Dead 
Sea depression down to Ezion-geber. It 
might be wondered why Solomon with 
all his wisdom would have had his 
builders choose this site. By moving the 
location about a mile either to the east 


a 








LISTEN 
By Sarah Smith Reed 


BEND my ear down to the Book 
And listen, 
And back across the centuries I gear 
The tramping of a million little hoofs of 
lambs 
To slaughter led. 


As in the night, when I would sleep 

And dream, 

I hear them, one by one, approach the 
place of sacrifice; 

Sweet, gentle, unresisting things, 

So pure and white. 


And then I turn the Book and hold it 

Near my heart. 

The little lambs all quiet now, but, oh, 
I feel 

The even tread of ONE who walked 
alone — 

God’s perfect Lamb. 


The footsteps cease — somewhere beyond 

The city’s walls — ‘ 

My heart picks up the surging of-a 
wondrous flow 

That started from His broken heart that 
day 

And reached my own. 
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or to the west, there could have. been 
protection from this prevailing wind. 
However, the- builders of Ezion-geber 
knew what they were doing, and the 
progress of excavation showed that there 
was “a method in their madness.” They 
needed a site that would be exposed to 
the full strength of the wind so as to 
supply a forced draft for the flues of 
their blast furnaces, Here we have evi- 
dence of the use of forced draft in re- 
fining metals in the days of Solomon; 
this is a technique which has come into 
general use only in fairly recent times. 

The city was built in a most compact 
way. Its entire fortified area was only 
an acre and a half, yet it had very 
strong protective walls such as are 
usually found only in a city many times 
its size. The foundations of the city wall 
were found to be some twelve or fifteen 
feet thick, and the wall is estimated to 
have been about twenty-five feet high. 
The main entrance of the town had three 
gates set at intervals one behind the 
other. This impressive gateway led in- 
side the compact town, which was made 
up of the industrial buildings, the 
workers’ quarters, barracks for soldiers, 
residences for personnel and executive 
officers, storerooms, shops, and finally a 
market place, 


The Inescapable Conclusion 


Dr. Glueck well summarizes the rela- 
tion of Solomon to this seaport town of 
his: “There was, so far as we know, 
only one man who possessed the strength, 
wealth, and wisdom capable of initiating 
and carrying out the construction of a 
highly complex and specialized site, such 
as the factory town of Ezion-geber in 
its first and greatest period. This was 
King Solomon, ~He alone in his day had 
the ability, the vision, and the power to 
build an important industrial center and 
seaport so comparatively far from Jeru- 
salem. With the building of a new Ezion- 
geber, Solomon was able to have smeltéd 
and refined and worked up into finished 
products the ores extracted from his 
great copper and iron mines in the Ara- 
bah, and was then able to export them 
directly by sea and by land in exchange 
for the spices and ivory and gold and 
precious woods of Arabia and Africa. 
The wise ruler of Israel was a copper 
king, a shipping magnate, a merchant 
prince, and a great builder. . . . The 
new town of Ezion-geber which he ‘built 
represents one of his greatest, if indeed 
hitherto his least known, accomplish- 
ments.” (“Bulletin of American Schools 
of Oriental Research,” No. 75, p. 12.) 

Thus the excavations give us another 
chapter in the life of King Solomon. The 
Biblical indication of the fact that he 
built a seaport on the Red Sea is illumi- 


nated and confirmed by the archeological 


work at Ezion-geber, and the Biblical 
record is supplemented by this new com- 
mentary material brought forth from be- 
neath the drifting sands by the Red Sea. 


(To be continued) 
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A Survey of Religious Life 


and Thought 


By ERNEST GORDON 


of London, has often been the scene 

of wild demonstrations. Recently it 
was taken over for a couple of hours of 
Christian testimony in connection with 
the “Faith of Our Times” campaign. The 
message was “Christ, God’s Answer to 
Man’s Need.” ! 

The Square was well occupied, and 
people lined the terrace in front of the 
National Gallery. Amplifiers carried the 
words to the remotest listeners. Commu- 
nity singing prior to the meeting was led 
by Mr. Jacques Hopkins, who often sings 
for the British Broadtasts, and the Silver 
Band of the Boys’ Brigade led the great 
audience in. the national anthem at the 
opening. ; 

Then came the messages of a half 
dozen able pastors who treated the sub- 
ject in sections, each closing with an ap- 
propriate hymn. Dr. F. T. Ellis began 
with an explanation of the purpose of the 
meeting, namely, to meet the questions 
of thousands of people concerning God, 
and the possibility of-knowing Him and 
His forgiveness of sin, concerning help 
in temptation, and concerning the life 
beyond. Then came the Rev. Kenneth 
Hooker who talked on the unique birth 
of Jesus Christ, the appearance of the 
eternal God in human flesh. The hymn 
following was, {Once in royal David's 
city.” 

The Rev. F. G. Missen spoke on the 
darkest and strongest thing in man — sin; 
and the loveliest and greatest thing in 
God—His love. At Calvary God laid 
bare His heart. The hymn was, “When I 
survey the wondrous cross.” An R.A.F., 


"Tor tondon, SQUARE, in the heart 


‘chaplain told the story of the Ascension. 


The hymn, “Our Blest Redeemer,” in- 
troduced Mr. F, P. Wood, who spoke on 
the promised Comforter and how He re- 
makes lives. He told how Charles Brad- 
laugh, atheist, challenged’ Hugh Price 
Hughes to debate, and how the latter 
accepted on condition that Bradlaugh 
bring a hundred men to match the-hun- 
dred whom Mr. Hughes would bring with 
their testimonies’ of the transforming 
power of Christ in their lives. ‘The de- 
bate never came off! 

Mr. Lindsay Gleeg; another layman, 
spoke on Christ’s return. This war, he 
insisted, had knocked the bottom out of 
the argument that the world was getting 
better and that human good would ulti- 
mately prevail over evil, A million Jews 
had been killed, a million Greeks starved, 
and in Poland there were more graves 
than homes. One verse in twenty-five in 
the New Testament taught the second 
coming of Christ. : 


Encouragements and warnings 
from all the world 


Finally the Rev. Alan Redpath closed 
with an appeal, and numbers threaded 
their way to the base of the Nelson Mon- 
ument to receive copies of John’s Gospel 
and to give their names. While this was 
being done, “Just as I am” was sung. 

The whole demonstration was a power- 
ful act of evangelical witness. 


Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress” has been 
given radio presentation by the British 
Broadcasting Company. It was intro- 
duced by a brief account of Bunyan’s 
life, the story of his imprisonment twelve 
years for refusing to stop preaching the 
Gospel, and of the composition in prison 
of a book whose Circulation has been ex- 
ceeded in number only by the Bible. In 
the old meetinghouse in Bedford is still 
kept the jug in which soup was sent by 
Elizabeth Bunyan to her husband in Bed- 
ford County jail. 

This fresh presentation of the “Pil- 
grim’s Progress” to the world by a new 
medium has brought comment and ex- 
planation in the press. A writer in the 
British Weekly remarks on the sources 
of Bunyan’s picturesque writing: 

“The spiritual longings, the doubts and 
fears of Christian, are those of the man 
who mended the kettles and pans of Bed- 
fordshire peasants. The burden? Need 
we go further than the heavy kit of tools 
he must perforce carry on his back? As 
a boy he would go with his father to a 
big house whose carriageway had stone 
lions on each side and where the watch 
dogs frightened him. There was a real 
slough just north of Dunstable which in 
winter was almost impassable. The Hill 
called Lucre may be the spot still per- 
petuated by the name of Gold Close. 
Hell-mouth he could find in the pits near 
Icknield Way, once pit-dwellings, where 
quarrymen got chalk with a great noise, 
and made a smell by burning lime. The 
Delectable Mountains were the Chiltern 
Hills seen from all sides and in all shades 
of light by this lover of nature. Plain, 
too, for all to see is the experience of 
warfare in Cromwell’s army into which 
he was conscripted: when seventeen. 
Only a soldier who had seen active serv- 
ice could have written ‘Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress.’” 


Contemporary Christian Biography.— 
Frederick C. Imhof. was a German de- 
signer of men’s clothing who settled in 
Rochester, N. Y., and later entered the 
ministry of the Evangelical Church, 
which he served for many years as pastor 
of strong churches. In his German boy- 
hood he had regularly served Jewish 
families by lighting their fires on Sab- 
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baths, and when he was apprenticed it 
was in the home of a Jewish merchant. 
Later, when he came to Rochester, he 
followed his trade wholly among Jew- 
ish people and became very.much drawn 
to them, which feeling of friendship con- 
tinued in his pastorate, 

In 1923 he gave up. his large church to 
become superintendent of the Cleveland 
Hebrew Mission and evangelist to the 
Jews. For twenty years he toiled un- 
ceasingly at this work, at the same time 
seeking to lay on Christian hearts the 
needs of Israel. His public speaking was 
chiefly on Israel-truth and the Lord’s Re- 
turn. He also co-operated in the estab- 
lishment of Jewish missionary work in 
Rochester, Akron, Youngstown; and other 
places. In his house-to-house visiting he’ 
constantly came across Gentiles as well 
as Jews, and invited them to his mission. 
The result was the upbuilding of the 
Bible House Assembly, a church of both 
Jewish and Gentile followers of Christ, 
which he pastored for fifteen years. 

In 1931 a summer camp and conference 
center was founded at Kidron, Ohio, 
where young believers and interested in- 
quirers could come for instruction and 
spiritual guidance. Mr. Imhof was also 
active with his pen, and his 96-page book, 
“Good News for Jews,” has been widely 
distributed among Jews; also among 
Christians to guide their witness to Jews, : 
For many years also he wrote a column 
in the Bible Expositor Quarterly of the 
Union Gospel Press, by which thousands 
of hearts have been warmed for Israel’s 
evangelization. 

On February 15, 1943, he was called 
Home. 


Vaughn Shoemaker, cartoonist of the 
Chicago Daily News, says he goes on his 
knees every morning beside his drawing 
board before starting work. “I wouldn’t 
dream of beginning to work without say- 
ing, ‘God, whatever talent I have You’ve 
given me and developed in me. Take it 
and use it. Guide my hand.’ I ask for 
ideas, the all-important stock-in-trade of 
the cartoonist, and ideas come, ideas on 
all subjects.” 

This is interesting testimony. Mr. 
Shoemaker had meager intellectual and 
technical training. He tells us so. Yet 
his cartoons have knowledge, variety, 
background, cleverness. They are orig- 
inal, they are apposite. -In his statement 
in the Christian Herald he says: “To 
God goes all the credit. I still talk with 
Him every morning and He stays with 
me all day long. He has inspired me 
with ideas that I never would have had 
otherwise, ideas that have come to life 
almost subconsciously in my cartoons,” 

How much more did our God, for His 
own purposes and plans, inspire the 
apostles and evangelists! 

Interesting also is Mr. Shoemaker’s tes- 
timony to having led his aged father to 
Christ, that father whom “I knew as the 
worst blasphemer I had ever met. The 
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last year of his life was a change be- 


yond anybody’s imagination.” 


How the Jesuits are at work in our 
Government is suggested by Mr. Ben- 
diner in “The Riddle of the State De- 
partment.” They have established a 
school for training diplomats at their 
Georgetown University, and although 
this university is a small affair compared 
with all other universities of the nation, 
it is second in the number of candidates 
taking examinations for the diplomatic 
service. Some 200 Georgetown alumni 
work in the State Department as consuls, 
vice-consuls, commercial attachés, trade 
commissioners, legation secretaries, and 
so on. One thinks of the way police, 
firemen, and teachers in the Tammany- 
ized cities are so largely a Catholic 
monopoly. 

The school has been patronized by steel 
king James A. Farrell, recently buried 
from the Jesuit church of St. Ignatius 
Loyola, Park Ave., New York. It also 
trains young men for service in America’s 
expanding foreign trade. “Most of its 
graduates find jobs with U. S. Steel, 
Firestone, Standard Oil, and other giant 
corporations.” 

These Jesuit fathers run true to form. 
They are after power and wealth. “My 
kingdom is not of this world,” said Christ. 
Theirs is, and aims to be. 


In contrast to the preceding is the un- 
assuming Christian work of the evening 
school at the National Bible Institute, 
New York, of which Dr. J. Oliver Bus- 
well, Jr., is president. There are, in this 
evening school, 411 students, of whom 59 
only are preparing for full-time Chris- 
tian ministry. The rest are lay folk— 
clerks, stenographers, nurses, machinists, 
painters, plumbers, laborers, schoolteach- 
ers, electricians, laundry workers, bus 
operators, telephone operators, and so on, 
who have come for Bible training, eve- 
nings, to help them in their Christian 
life and service. There are 165 Sunday 
school teachérs, 15 Sunday school super- 
intendents, 92 workers among young 
people, 6 pastors’ assistants, 39 officers in 
church and Sunday school, and so. on. 
They come from all parts of Greater New 
York, Northern New Jersey, Staten Is- 
land, and Long Island. 


A letter from Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell 
Lathrop in Northern Mexico: “There are 
six thousand people’right here in this 
village who need the Word in their own 
tongue, and there are one hundred more 
Tarascan towns through the mountains 
‘and around the Lake, waiting, though 
they do not know it, for this Gospel of 
John which is almost ready for them. 

“Fifty new translators for Mexico this 
year! It seems like a big request to 
make, for there were only forty-five of 
us on the field when we began to pray. 
But forty-eight of the new workers are 
here now, and there is another month be- 
fore the year will be up.. The Lord will 
send the other two. When you pray for 


us pray for all the ninety and more trans- 
lators here in Mexico. 


“This town is a natural center for all 
the Indian region. The little old shep- 
herd with his scraggly beard and weath- 
er-beaten face was not much interested 
in selling us the lot of land we wanted, 
but he agreed to do so. The day we 
were measuring off the landmarks, one 
of the shepherd’s sons remarked: ‘How 
is it you got this land? Many people 
have asked us to sell just small strips, 
and now you have bought all this corner. 
How is it?’ We replied, enjoying in- 
wardly the Lord’s leading, ‘Some day you 
may understand.’ On the very evening 
when they agreed to the purchase price 
the mail brought us a letter from an un- 
known friend, containing half the amount. 
A few days later another friend sent the 
other half. Then friends at the Tenth 
Church [Presbyterian, Phila.] sent us 
enough for the construction of the house. 
In the succeeding months we have mixed 
mud and pine needles to make sun-dried 
brick, cut volcanic rock for the founda- 
tion, sawed out beams by hand. The 
tile maker told us he could not let, us 
have any roof tiles until June fifteenth. 
The rains begin June first and would 
seriously damage the mud brick. On 
Sunday night we prayed. Two days later 
the tile man said, ‘I have decided to give 
you the preference. You can have a 
thousand tiles tomorrow. ...’ He does 
not know why he did it,— but we do.” 


“Religion and Health” is the title of a 
Federal Council Commission, and if by 
this title were meant Christ’s healing 
touch one would be satisfied. But “reli- 
gion” in these circles ordinarily means 
little more than talk about “religion” 
without bringing men and women much 
nearer the Lord. 


It is impossible to get books from 
France at the present writing, but one 
which Dr. René Burnand reviews in 
L’ Aurore of Montreal seems to deal with 
this subject in the right way. (One 
wonders whether Dr. Burnand is son of 
the great illustrator of Christ’s parables, 
the late M. Eugéne Burnand. , His name, 
René, means “reborn.”) This book is 
Médecine de la Personne by Dr. Paul 
work in the State Department as consuls, 
osopher, and believer, He accuses his 
profession with too often looking at a 
patient from the point of view of a single 
malady, and urges the consideration of 
personality in its entirety. The moral 
equilibrium of the patient is the central 
thing, and many morbid conditions of the 
body are traced to disorders of the soul. 
These he diagnoses as sins, and indeed 
as sin. Only the examination of the con- 
science in the light of the Gospel can 
open ways to healing. One must find the 
plan of God in one’s life, renounce sin, 
unravel inner. complications by submit- 
ting one’s .soul to the regenerating. and 
refreshing action of Christ, The physi. 
cian will collaborate with the proved 
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agencies of medicine, but he will do. so 
best if he himself submits his interven- 
tion to the inspirations of God. 


“Throughout the book, which treats 
successively subjects such as medicine 
and life, temperaments, interior and ex- 
terior struggles in family and profession, 
suffering, sexual matters, and a host of 
related concerns, the author returns re- 
peatedly to the fundamental solution 
which he proposes as the sole and suffi- 
cient one. He multiplies illustrative 
cases, often very poignant ones drawn 
from personal practice, and shows how 
a physician can, by tackling vital ques- 
tions and at the same time praying with 
his patients, lead them to real conver- 
sions and thereby to health. 


“It is a beautiful and courageous book, 
the work of a wise and intelligent man 
whose medical practice has armed him 
with a critical spirit, and yet who, at the 
same time, is inspired by an uncompro- 
mising Christian faith.” 


Inflation in China has made it hard 
for missionaries to make ends meet. Mr. 
W. A. Allen of distant Yunnan describes 
in China’s Millions his wife’s clever econ- 
omies: “When the children’s shoes wore 
out she learned to make them Chinese 
fashion with pasted cloth for uppers, 
tightly weaving with hemp cords several 
layers together for the soles. This neat 
homemade job cost only 60 cents as 
against unprocurable shoes at $10 a pair. 
Quilt covers made serviceable trousers 
for our boy of four, and dresses were 
made from other redeemed fabrics for 
our six-year-old girl, as even the cheap- 
est cloth costs a dollar a foot. . When 
winter came we made our beds warm 
with mattresses of gunny sacks filled 
with straw. Tallow, lye, and resin made 
a good enough washing soap at about 
one-fifth the commercial price. We used . 
vegetable oils for fuel when kerosene 
went up to $20 a gallon, and the dim 
lights sent us to bed earlier. ‘Blessed be 
the Lord, who daily loadeth us with 
benefits.’ ” 


Brief Notes 


There have been violent volcanic out- 
breaks in Mexico which’ the Roman 
Catholic authorities attribute to God’s 
wrath. ‘They are urging the people to 
visit the volcano to see for themselves 
what the fires of Purgatory will be like. 
“We see evidence enough that the -im- 
posed fear is gripping the people. They 
hurry by in constant. stream on their 
way to the churches, fear and anxiety 
written on their faces.” | 


In the republic of Colombia a deposit of 
$350 head tax is required of each Chris- 
tian worker coming into the country 
from America and $700 ‘from those of 
other countries. After five years it will 
be returned. What is our clerical State 
Department doing about it? Who says 
Four Freedoms! Mieiate” 6 6 
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JANUARY 23. JESUS TEACHES IN PARABLES 


Lesson 4. 


Internationa! Uniform Lesson. — Mark 4:1-34, printed text, Mark 4:1-9, 26-32 


Golden Text, —If any man have ears to hear, let him hear. — Mark 4:23 


Kinc James VERSION 


Mark 4:1 And he began again to teach by the sea side: and 


hear. 


there was gathered unto him a great multitude, so that he entered 


into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was 


by the sea on the land. 


2 And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto 


them in his doctrine, 


3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow: 

4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way 
side, and the fowls of the air came and devoured it up. 

5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much 
earth; and immediately it sprang up, because it had no depth 


of earth: 


6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it 


had no root, it withered away. 


7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and 


choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 


8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that 
sprang up and increased; and brought forth, some thirty, and 


some sixty, and some an hundred. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


- By H. A. Tronside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


Te use of parables by our Lord 
was for a twofold purpose. He set 
forth many deep and important 
truths in this form in order to test the 
reality of his hearers’ interest. If truly 
concerned, they would seek to get the 
meaning of the story—and so would 
become earnest inquirers. If indifferent, 
they would pay no further attention and so 
would go on in their careless way, hard- 
ening their hearts against the truth 
(Matt. 13:11-15; Luke 8:10). But when 
the consciences of His hearers were ex- 
ercised, they would find that these vivid 
illustrations fixed in their minds the 
great truths that Jesus taught, making 
an indelible impression upon them (Matt. 
13:16, 17). Our Lord was the prince of 
preachers, and we are told that “without 
a parable spake he not unto them” (Matt. 
13:34). The human mind is so con- 
structed that it receives instruction far 
more readily through apt illustrations 
than just by the setting forth of either 
arguments or definitions. Spurgeon has 
well said, “The sermon is the house; the 
illustrations are the windows that let the 
light in.” Those who depend entirely 
upon abstract truth to reach the hearts 
and quicken the consciences of their 
hearers ‘are far more likely to fail to 
accomplish their earnest desires than 
those who brighten up their. discourses 
by apt and enlightening incidents that 
tend to make clear the doctrines they are 
endeavoring to set forth. In this, as in 
all else, Jesus Christ is our great Ex- 
empiar — and His early followers, whose 


9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him 


26 And he said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should 


cast seed into the ground; 


27 And should sleep, and rise night and day, and the seed 
should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 

28 For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, 
then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear. 

29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth 
in the sickle, because the harvest is come. 

30 And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdom of God? 
or with what comparison shall we compare it? 

31 It is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when it is sown 
in the earth, is less than all the seeds that be in the earth: 

32 But when it is sown, it groweth up, and becometh greater 
than all herbs, and shooteth out great branches; so that the fowls 


of the air may lodge under the shadow of it. 


utterances and letters are recorded in the 
New Testament, used the same method. 

The parables of the Lord Jesus Christ 
were remarkable for their fidelity to 
nature and to human life. He drew His 
illustrations from those things with 
which His hearers were thoroughly fa- 
miliar, so that they could follow Him 
readily and the incidents related would 
be fixed in their minds, with the lessons 
they illustrated, so long as there was a 
real desire to know that truth which 
makes free (John 8:32). 


The Historical Setting 


As previously observed, Mark does not 
follow a direct chronological order in re- 
lating the works and teaching of our 
Lord. This portion, which links with 
Matthew 13, gives us an account of para- 
bolic instruction delivered by the Sea 
of Galilee in the summer of A.D. 28, ac- 
cording to the most likely system of time 
reckoning. 


Verse by Verse 


Mark 4:1.—‘He entered into a ship, 
and sat in the sea.” The land rises gen- 
tly from the particular part of the Sea 
of Galilee where this took place — so that 
as the Lord Jesus sat in the fisherman’s 
boat His audience would be before Him, 
conveniently seated or standing as in a 
natural amphitheater, thus enabling all 
to hear the voice of the Teacher, whose 
message and personality Kad attracted 
them to Him. 


Verse 2.—“‘He taught them many things 
by parables.” These parables were illus- 
trations drawn from things with which 
the hearers were perfectly familiar, so 
that they could follow Hiin readily, if 
so disposed. 


Verse 3—“Behold there went out a 


The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education 
and used by permission. 


sower to sow.” Possibly even as He 
spoke, the audience could see such a 
one not far away. The sower pictured 
Christ Himself primarily, though the ap- 
plication is true of every preacher of 
the Word. 


Verse 4.—“‘Some fell by the way side 
and the fowls of the air came and de- 
voured it up.” We need not be discour- 
aged if much of the seed seems to be 
lost, for even when the greatest of all 
sowers was here, there were many who 
paid no attention to the words of grace 
that fell from His holy lips. Their hearts 
were utterly hard and unfeeling, like 
the well-trodden wayside paths. 

Verse 5.—“Some fell on stony ground, 
where it had not much earth.” The soil 
in this instance may have looked fair, 
but it had not much depth of earth. Un- 
derneath there was hardpan, speaking of 
lack of repentance and exercise before 
God. 


Verse 6—“Because it had no root, it 
withered away.” Where there is no di- 
vine conviction there will be no lasting 
effects following a temporary stirring of 
the emotions. 

Verse 7.—“Some fell among thorns... 
and it yielded no fruit.” The careful 
fatmer is commanded to “break up your 
fallow ground, and sow not among 
thorns” (Jer. 4:3; Hosea 10:12). This is 
best accomplished in dealing with indi- 
vidual souls. When addressing men in 
the mass there will necessarily be many 
who are so occupied with worldly af- 
fairs the good seed can find little room 
for lodgment. 

Verse 8—“Other fell on good ground, 
and did yield fruit that sprang up and 
increased.” The good ground pictures 
hearts prepared by God to receive the 
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seed of the Gospel, though even then all 
do not produce alike. Much depends 
“both on the depth of the Spirit's work 
of conviction before conversion and the 
time given to soul-cultivation afterward. 

Verse 9.—‘He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear.” Thus in this solemn way, 
the Lord challenges our attention. It is 
easy to listen only with the outward ear 
and so fail to get the message into the 
heart. 


Verse 26.—‘So is the kingdom of God, 
as if a man should cast seed into the 
ground.” Preaching the Word is sowing 
the seed, whereby the Kingdom of God, 
in its spiritual aspect, is spread through- 
out the world. “It pleased God by 
the foolishness of preaching to save them 
that believe” (1 Cor. 1:21). 

Verse 27.—“The seed should spring 
and grow up, he knoweth not how.” Just 
as inexplicable as the mystery of life 
in the seed, leading to development of 
the plant, so is the wonder of the new 
birth (John 3:6-8). 


Verse 28.—“First the blade, then the 
ear, after that the full corn in the ear.” 
The law of growth in the natural world 
illustrates growth in grace and in the 
apprehension of spiritual realities. Men 
do not suddenly become’ mature saints. 
While we are saved in a moment when 
we trust the Lord Jesus, our growth is 
a matter of years.. It is as we assimilate 
the truth by study of the Word, prayer, 
and devotion to Christ that we bring 
forth fruit to perfection. 

Verse 29.—“When the fruit is brought 
forth, immediately he putteth in the 
sickle, because the harvest is come.” So 
the great Husbandman is watching over 
His tilled fields (1 Cor. 3:9, margin) un- 
til the yield is at its best — then He takes 
to Himself the fruit for which He has 
waited so patiently (Jas. 5:7). 


Verse 30.—“Whereunto shall we liken 
the kingdom of God?” The Lord Jesus 
was about to use an altogether differ- 
ent illustration to picture an aspect 
which the Kingdom was to take after He 
had gone back to the Father —an aspect 
very different indeed from the first pic- 
ture of a field of wheat. 


Verse 31.—“Like a grain of mustard 
seed ... less than all the seeds that be 
in the earth.” It is not exactly that there 
are no seeds anywhere smaller than 
those of the mustard plant, but in a 
garden of herbs the mustard seed is the 
least of all. This pictures the small and 
seemingly insignificant beginning of the 
Kingdom of God in the world, follow- 
ing the ascension of the Son of man to 
the right hand of the Father. 


Verse 32.—“It . . . shooteth out great 
branches.” The mustard tree is the 
largest of all the herbs and fitly pic- 
tures the Kingdom as a power to be 
reckoned with in the earth. In other 
words, it sets forth that which the Lord 
foresaw Christendom was to become — 
a vast all-inclusive society where “the 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
3. January 16.—Jesus Answers His 
GD. dictustes tama Mark 2:15 to 3:35 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. January 30.—Jesus Uses His Power fo , 
Help .....Mark 4:35 to 5:43 








fowls of the air,’ — which, we are told, 
are representatives of Satan and his 
emissaries (Matt. 13:19; Mark 4:15; Luke 
8:12),— find a hiding place. The fowls 
of the air, that were so busy devouring 
the good seed in the first parable, are 
now seen hiding in the branches of the 
mustard tree. How well the Lord knew 
the turn that events would take! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


In considering the work of preaching 
the Gospel, we must take into account 
God’s blessed purpose of grace and the 
condition of the hearts of men to whom 
the message comes. To some, it is a 
matter of no moment. They are indif- 
ferent to it from the first, and never 
become concerned. Some are interested 
for a time. Their emotions are stirred, 
but there is no depth of exercise. Others 
again have a measure of concern, but 
they are men of double mind. They 
would like to make the best of both 
worlds, and so they never give eternal 
things their proper place. Others, pre- 
pared by the Spirit’s convicting work, 
are eager to know the way of life and 
so receive with “meekness the engrafted 
word” (Jas. 1:21) and bring forth fruit 
unto God. 

A Lesson Outline ’ 

THe SOWER AND THE SEED 

The Sower—the Son of man (Matt. 13: 
37) 

The Seed—the Word of God (Mark 4:14) 

The wayside soil—indifferent hearers (v. 
15) 

The stony ground—emotional hearers, 
with no depth of conviction (vs. 16, 
17) 

The thorny ground—lovers of the world 
and its follies (vs. 18, 19) 

The good ground—prepared hearts hon- 
estly desirous of knowing the Word 
of God (v. 20) 

The Mustard Seed—the Word of the 
Kingdom (vs. 30, 31) 

The mustard tree—Christendom (v. 32) 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Contrasted Views of the Kingdom. 
There could scarcely be a greater dif- 
ference in looking at the Kingdom of 
God in its present mystical state than 
the distinction made by our Lord in these 
two parables. A field of wheat is made 
up of many thousands of stalks, all more 
or less alike, differing only in the heavi- 
ness of the heads of grain. This is what 
the Church of God should be in the 
world. The mustard tree is, in a sense, 
an imitation of a great world-power, such 
as the cedar tree of Assyria (Ezek. 31: 
3-6) or the great tree of Babylon, Nebu- 
chadnezzar (Dan. 4:10-12). In both in- 
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stances, as in the parables, the fowls of 
the air—the emissaries of Satan — find 
lodgment in the branches. It might have 
seemed impossible that the Kingdom of 
God could ever become like this. Yet 
that was what our Lord predicted, and it 
has come to pass throughout the cen- 
turies since. 


Applications and Summaries 


It is our business to sow the good seed. 
We have to leave the results with God. 

No matter how clear the Gospel mes- 
sage, it will find no room in a mind that 
is unconcerned as to eternal verities. 

It is a mistake to count too much on 
professions of salvation made under emo- 
tional excitement. Often they prove to 
be without “root” in genuine repentance 
and faith. 

He who is more concerned about 
amassing wealth than he is about getting 
right with God will not be a sincere be- 
liever when he hears the Word pro- 
claimed. 

It is the Holy Spirit who prepares the 
soil of the heart of men to receive the 
Word in faith. 

The mustard tree growth of the pro- 
fessing church looks well for a time, but 
its evanescent character is soon mani- 
fested. 


CHICAGO. 
w 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HY did Christ teach in parables? 
2. What is the good seed? 


3. If the Word is the seed, what is 
the most important thing a Christian can do? 


4. Can we be certain that the seed sown 
will bear fruit in true conversions? 


5. What three conditions hinder spiritual 
life and growth, as depicted in the parable 
of the Sower and the Seed? 


6. Why does God not compel everyone who 
hears the Word to believe it? 


7. What results follow when the Word is 
received in faith? ' 


8. Why did Christ say, “He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear’? 


(Answers on page 27) 
we 


The Busy Men's Comer 


By William H. Ridgway 


Teaching in Familiar Terms—There 
went out a sower to sow (Mark 4:3). 
“Jesus Teaches in Parables” is the title of 
the lesson, which, being translated, means: 
Jesus teaches in terms His people would 
understand, — which is the secret of all 
effective teaching. 

The waters of the Jordan had not yet’ 
been halted by a dam and used to give 
the land light, heat, and power. The 
waters. of the Dead Sea had not yet been 
examined and found to be full of valu- 
able chemicals. But the land was a great 
garden, and in a high state of cultiva- 
tion, so our Lord, like the preachers 
in our farming districts who are on their 
jobs; “talked crops.” 

Years ago in the old Christian En- 
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deavor days a bunch of us in the Coates- 
ville church went on a “straw ride” to 
visit the church at Brandywine Manor, 
six miles away. The church, known as 
The Forks of the Brandywine Church, 
is on a hilltop and can be seen for miles. 
There is no village. All are farmers. 
I was selected to make the address, and 
here is how I began. 


“If you folks who have gathered here 
tonight are those who plant your onions 
in the ‘down’ sign and your lima beans 
in the ‘up’ sign you are likely to feel 
very uncomfortable in a minute. I would 
call your attention to the fact that 13 
are in the party who came from Coates- 
ville tonight. Now take a look at your 
choir and count them.” There were just 
13 in the choir. Then I went on and 
made the address. Now while what I 
said will not make sense to many a city 
reader, yet at one jump I was in the 
kitchen garden of that farmer congrega- 
tion. I began as our Lord did with the 
sowing. 

P.S.—There is a fixed superstition 
among certain old-time farmers that the 
onions will not stay in the ground or 
the bean vines climb the poles if not 
planted in the proper sign of the Zodiac. 
One time I planted limas against the 
warning of a farmer neighbor, and sure 
enough, the vines refused to climb. 
Never again ! 


The Good Listener.—He that hath ears 
to hear, let him hear (v. 9). He was 
probably the highest paid man on the 
staff of the Institution of Culture and 
Refinement. He was speaking to his 
“class.” And here is how he spoke, “I’ve 
got something most important to tell 
you fellows, and I want every last man 
of you to ‘set up and take notice’”” He 
was the football coach pepping up his 
squad for the approaching games. This 
is mentioned that you may compare this 
modern way of saying the same thing 
which the Scripture says. 


Good talkers are plentiful. , Good lis- 
teners are few and valuable. There will 
be thousands of sermons delivered to- 
day. How many in the congregations 
will be able to tell you what the sermon 
was about in a little detail? Remember 
the President Coolidge story. It is told 
that on his return from church he was 
asked, “What did the minister preach 
about?” 

“Sin,” Calvin replied. 

“What did he say?” 

“He was against it,” was the concise 
and laconic answer. 

If the preacher illustrates his sermon 
with illustrations from the farm, all the 
farmers will listen and remember. The 
same goes for the carpenter and all other 
workers. The Lord Jesus Christ knew 
that and-made His addresses accordingly. 

If a speaker has-a good listener in his 
audience, his work is easy. His eye soon 
picks out that listener and the speaker 
tells his story to him. He has found 


inspiration in a good listener. I speak 
advisedly. 

A distinguished man of letters, perhaps 
it was Longfellow, visited Carlyle, the 
great English author. Afterward some- 
one said to Longfellow, “Mr. Carlyle 
says you are the most interesting Amer- 
ican he has ever met.” Longfellow 
laughed and said, “That is strange, for 
after the first salutation I never had a 
chance to open my mouth. I just sat 
and listened.” 

If the good listener hears a story he 
knows, he never “lets on,” but just sits 
and listens. When I start on a story 
and the man or woman interrupts, “I’ve 
heard that one,” I reply, “Yes, but you 
have never heard me tell it.” ' 

I have been telling the Iron Rose Class 
the same stories for many years. They 
are all good listeners and never cry, 
“Chestnuts.” They have ears to hear, 
and they hear, 

In Mr. Dale Carnegie’s book, “How to 
Win Friends and Influence People,” on 
page 123, there is a story of Abraham 
Lincoln that very nicely illustrates the 
value of a good listener. Mr. Lincoln 
sends for one of his friends to come 
and talk an important-matter over with 
him. The friend came, The important 


‘And it came to pass,as he 
sowed,some seed fell by 
the way side,andthe birds 
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matter was whether or not Mr. Lincoln 
should sign the Emancipation Proclama- 
tion. Mr. Lincoln talked to his friend 
for a long while, his friend doing noth- 
ing but listening. I have no doubt Mr. 
Lincoln said to Mrs. Lincoln, “I had a 
nice talk with our old friend from IIli- 
nois.” Lincoln talking to a good listener 
clarified his own mind, and in spite of 
much opposition he signed the famous 
Proclamation. 


In the Garden.—fFirst the blade, then 
the ear, after that the full corn in the ear 
(v. 28). When Paul was converted and 
got back his sight through Ananias at 
Damascus, he did not start right out 
preaching. “Then was Saul certain days 
with the disciples” (Acts 9:19). But 
when Riddy Robins was converted in 
the Anderson meetings he started right 
out to preach. After the first glow faded 
Riddy was discouraged, backslid, and 
got back to where he started. Paul spent 
months in preparation. 

“Order is Heaven’s first law,” some 
writer has said, and Mother Nature, who 
is ordered from Heaven, teaches us that 
very fact. The Lord Jesus puts the mat- 
ter in a nutshell—perhaps to keep to 
the metaphor I should say, “in a bean 
pod.” 
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Every young married couple should, if 
possible, try to arrange their living so 
as to have a kitchen garden. In summer 
an important and no small part of the 
living will Come from the garden, and the 
best stuff ever. You learn in the gar- 
den that between the “blade” and the 
“ear” there is a fight. It is won only 
by vigilance and elbow grease. There 
is an army of bugs ready to devour the 
tender blade, and a jungle of weeds eager 
to move in and smother all the “gar- 
den sass.” 

You fight the bugs with the hellebore 
and the weeds with the good old hoe. 
If the garden is big enough, my friend 
Fred Bateman of Grenloch, N. J., will 
supply you a cultivator on a wheel, 
which will make the work easier. 

But here is the point of all this kitchen 
garden illustration: In the Christian life 
the routine is exactly the same. At the 
“blade” start the “bugs” of all sorts that 
Satan has in his legion. The Word of 
God is your hellebore to kill them, The 
weeds will crowd in upon you if you 
let them —those weeds of society, busi- 
ness, pleasure. Then will come the “ear” 
with its promise of fruitage, and as the 
season draws to an end those big purple 
eggplants the potato bugs tried to get; 
those beautiful white balls of cauliflower 
in their green wrapping the cabbage 
worms got after; the green and red pep- 
pers hanging on their plants like trinkets 
on the Christmas tree, the “full corn in 
the ear” that comes at the end of the 
long Christian life that has been 
planted and cultivated under the “Sun 
of Righteousness.” (Mal, 4:2; Psa. 84:11.) 

P.S.—In my book “The Christian Gen- 
tleman,” chapter 2, “The Joy of Simple 
Living,” has an account of the author’s 
garden. 


COATESVILLE, PA. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for the 
ear and explaining the conditions under which 
llustrations are accepted may be had from 
the Times for 10 cents. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three months 
advance of the lesson, and should not be 
cli d from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
resent paper shortage, readers are asked to 
t the tal submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

What Are You Listening For?—If any 
man have ears to hear, let him hear 
(Golden Text). Evangelist “Dick” Hus- 
ton once told of two men walking along 
a busy New York street when one of 
them asked his companion if he heard a 
cricket. His friend laughed and replied 
that no one could hear a cricket with 
the din of trolleys, motorcars, and trucks. 
The other stopped, lifted up a stone, and 
picked up a cricket and showed it to his 
friend. “How could you hear it?” the 
incredulous friend asked. “1 will show 
you,” and taking a coin from his pocket 
he tossed it in the air. When the coin 
struck the sidewalk, several men near 
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by put their hands to their pockets and 
looked to see if they had dropped any 
money. “You hear what you are trained 
to listen for,” the nature lover observed. 
“My ears are trained to hear birds and 
insects and all the sounds of nature.” 
Our Lord knew all about the .many 
noises of earth that drown out the still 
small voice of God’s Spirit when He 
warned, “He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear.” 

Open my ears, that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave-notes fall on my ear, 

Everything false will disappear. 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Helen Palmer, Brooklyn, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


His Head Was in a Noose.—There went 
out a sower to sow (Mark 4:3). Mark J. 
Goodger, the “Highway Bible Evangelist,” 
covers the United States every year on 
a bicycle, giving out tracts from door 
to door. At one two-story house in South 
Carolina he rang the bell six times be- 
cause he heard sounds within. Finally 
a man opened the door, received the 
tract, and slammed the door violently in 
Mr. Goodger’s face. A week later he was 
strangely led to ring the bell of the 
same house. This time, the man soon 
appeared. He led Mr. Goodger up to the 
attic. At the top, Mr. Goodger imme- 
diately saw a rope dangling from the 
rafters, a noose at the end, and a box 
below. The man said, “Sir, when you 
kept ringing my doorbell last week my 
head was in that noose. I was ready to 
jump. Because you were so persistent, 
I decided to go down and see who it was. 
After receiving your tract, I again re- 
turned to the garret, but I sat down 
because I was arrested by the title of 
your tract. I read the tract, and God 
spoke to me. Now I am trusting in the 
Lord.” As the man sat on the box, Mr. 
Goodger seized his opportunity to show 
him clearly the way of salvation. But 
for a tract, the man would have been in 
eternity without Christ—From Moody 
Church News. Sent by Mrs. Robert Vin- 
ing, Piedmont, W. Va. 


Fast Colors.—Because it had no root, 
it withered away (v. 6). In the early 
days, when fabrics were made and dyed 
at home, it was not always easy to get a 
fast color. A good Quaker father in- 
scribed under the record of his child’s 
birth this quaintly worded petition: “And 
fit her for her long journey, O Lord, 
with virtues that will wash.”—From For- 
ward. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, 
Surrey, Eng. - 


Not Necessarily Respectability—And 
other fell on good ground, and did yield 
fruit that sprang up and increased (v. 
8). Would the heart of a hopeless drunk- 
ard, gambler, thief, forger, and “bum” 
be regarded as “good ground”? Samuel 
Hopkins Hadley was all that these words 
describe when he went to Jerry Mc- 
Auley’s Mission one night. Into his lost 
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soul the seed fell. Jerry put his hand 


on Hadley’s head and said, “Brother, 
pray.” “I can’t pray,” replied Hadley. 
“Won’t you pray for me?” “All the 


prayers in the world won’t save you un- 
less you pray for yourself,” said Jeyry. 
Then, with a breaking heart, Hadley said, 
“Dear Jesus, can You help me?” From 
that moment until the day of his death 
Mr. Hadley declared he had never 
wanted a drink of whisky. “That night,” 
he said, “right on the corner of Broad- 
way and 32nd Street, I was ordained to 
preach the everlasting Gospel.” The seed 
in his case brought forth such fruit that 
one who. knew him declared him to have 
been the “greatest American of his time 
— not measured in money and fame, but 
in love and likeness to Christ.” “Good 
ground” does not necessarily refer to re- 
spectability—From Home Department 
(Baptist). Sent by Mrs. S. Otis Roe, 
Lynn, Mass. 


A Country Sunday School’s Fruitage. 
—And other fell on good ground... 
and brought forth, some thirty, and some 
sixty, and some an hundred (v. 8). About 
the year 1828, two young ladies were vis- 
iting in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., and while 
horseback riding saw little children play- 
ing on the road and asked them if they 
went to Sunday school. They had never 
heard of it; so the young women asked 
the mothers of the children to allow 
them to come, if they could find a place 
to hold a little Sunday school. On their 
ride they spied a new barn, and asked 
permission to use it. They made the 
seats themselves from some new lumber 
that was there. The following Sunday 
they found quite a crowd of little boys 
and girls there, barefooted, and very 
dirty—all save one. He was a little 
boy about six, who was clean, and knew 
the Lord’s Prayer. They followed up 
this work until they returned to Phila- 
delphia in the fall. That was the first 
Sunday school in the Wyoming Valley. 
Thirty-five years later, one of the ladies, 
who had married a merchant named Gil- 
dersleeve, was walking in Philadelphia 
when a gentleman stepped up to her and 
said, “Mrs. Gildersleeve, you do not know 
me, but I am little Johnny Hart of your 
Sunday school in the barn at Parsons. 
I am professor in a large school, have 
had over two thousand boys under my 
care, and have tried to teach every one 
of them the same lessons of faith in God 
and love to Him that you taught me in 
that barn.”—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, 
Can. 


How a Child’s Prayer Was Answered. 
—It is like a grain of mustard seed, 
which ... is less than all the seeds . ., 
when it is sown... becometh greater 
than all (vs. 31, 32). A mother in New 
England was hélping pack a box to be 
sent to India. Her son, aged feur, in- 
sisted on putting in an offering all his 
own, a little leaflet entitled “Come to 
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Jesus.” His name was written on it with 
the little prayer, “May the one who gets 
this soon learn to love Jesus.” When 
the child’s leaflet reached that far-off 
land it was finally given to a Hindu 
priest who was teaching the mission- 
aries the language. He took it without 
looking at it, but on his way back to 
his mountain home he thought of the 
leaflet, took it out, and read the writing 
on the outside. The child’s prayer so 
touched him that he was then eager to 
read further. He scon gave up his idols 
and became a devoted missionary to his 
own people. Fifteen years after that, 
American missionaries visited his moun- 
tain village and there found the con- 
verted Hindu priest with a congregation 
of fifteen hundred people, who had 
learned to love Jesus as their Saviour, 
through the influence and teaching of 
that leaflet—From Helping Hand. Sent 
by Martha Oaksford, Gloversville, N. Y. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank Thee that we may come with glad 
confidence to be pupils in the school of our 
Lord, quietly hearing His teachings. We thank 
Thee that these are not too high for us— 
children as we are—growing in an under- 
standing of Thy ways and of what Thy Word 
can mean to us. May we be, not like the 
stony. ground, but ready and eager for what 
Thou dost give to us through leadership suited 
to our understanding. Open to us, we pray 
Thee, the deep and rich meanings of Thy 
Word, and help us to obey Thy revealed will. 
Thou knowest the way that Thou dost take, 
and we may walk with Thee. We ask this in 
Thy name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Our Lord Jesus had 
a wonderful way of teaching some very 
deep truths by means of the ordinary 
things that might be seen around Him. 
He used illustrations, not drawn from 
some remote history or from things to 
which people were not accustomed, but 
from very simple things that they would 
be likely to see around them every day. 
It would help you very much to read 
these illustrations of His in an earnest 
effort to ask yourself how you could best 
apply them in your own experience. 
What He spoke about to the people con- 
cerned things of common, everyday oc- 
currence or surroundings with which 
they were familiar, and from these very 
things He drew marvelous lessons of 
eternal value. He was the Lord of glory, 
yet “not a distant Lord loving afar to 
be,” but moving in the closest under- 
standing of ways by which: the children 
of earth might be taught. If you are 
having difficulty in working out the pat- 
tern of your life, the Lord says to you 
most lovingly, “Let Me show you how.” 
Then the pattern would be worked right 
before you and you would know what 
your life ought to bring forth in accord- 
ance with God’s pattern. Will you do 
that today? Will you let Him be your 
teacher? Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, our Lord uses a simple 

and familiar figure here to show you 
just what you are and where you stand 
in His own divine plan of life. Every- 
body knows something of planting and 
cultivating and harvesting. Even little 
children (who do not live in apartment 
centers) with the smallest patch of earth 
to plant seeds in will have a little gar- 
den of some kind. It is fascinating to 
plant a seed and watch it grow. 

There are at least five cardinal factors 
in the business of sowing and reaping. 
They arg: the seed, the soil, the plant- 
ing, the cultivation, and the harvest. 
Now, as in all of God’s great works of 
nature by which man is blessed, there 
are two operators. God is one and man 
is the other. Each has his part to do, 
and if either should fail of his part there 
would be no harvest, therefore no bless- 
ing. What I am concerned about here is 
that you should recognize and do your 
part, for there is no question but God 
does His part faithfully and perfectly. 

In the parable figure you are the soil. 
Many times in the Bible you will find 
physical objects are used to show what 
you are in the spiritual scheme. In the 
parable of the Vine and the Branches 
you are the branch. Jesus is the Vine. 

In 2 Corinthians 3:3, you will find 
yourself called “a letter”—a letter of 
Christ. A letter must carry a message. 

These simple figures help us under- 
stand what we are expected to do, in 
order to produce the blessing designed 
in the plan by our Heavenly Father. 

Back to the soil. What does the soil 
do? It receives the seed. And what is 
the seed? It is the Word of God. The 
Planter of the seed is the Holy Spirit. 
It is a perfect seed. Farmers and gar- 
deners are very careful to select good 
seed. God would never sow addy but a 
perfect seed. 

But the parable shows that some of 
that perfect seed failed to bring a har- 
vest, and the reason for that was, the 
soil was not right. 

So your deep concern is to be good 
soil, to receive the good seed and bring 
the blessing. How will you prove to 
be that good soil? By holding the Word 
in your heart and by daily doing that 
which nourishes it. -You must not re- 
ceive the seed, then forget it. You must 
keep it (the Word) daily in remem- 
brance, by reading it over and over; by 
prayer that the Holy Spirit will imter- 
pret it to you, making its meaning very 
plain, and showing you hew to put it into 
practice, 

I spent two days at the Y.M.C.A. of a 
university. Thirty of the students asked 
for interviews. They were allotted ten 
minutes each. In every case they were 
asking why they had broken down in 
their spiritual life; why they had lost 
their taste for church services; why temp- 
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tations to do the things they knew were 
wrong so easily overcarme them; why 
they had so much less power to resist 
than they had when they left, home for 
college? I asked them all the same ques- 
tions. “Do you read your Bible every 
day?” “Do you pray daily for God’s 
strength and guidance?” And the answer, 
without exception, was, ‘No, I have left 
that off.” All had Christian parents; ‘all 
had come from homes with Bibles in 
their baggage, but had let the new things 
in their college life crowd out Bible and 
prayer from the daily program. That was 
the secret of plant failure—no nourish- 
ment, no harvest, no blessing, no power 
over sin. 

Fellows, you are the soil. You must 
be faithful in the cultivation, or the seed 
will die, or be choked, or be snatched 
away by the Devil, and never make a 
crop. 

Avon Park, FLA. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 23) 


1. He wanted to make spiritual truths un- 
derstandable to those with spiritual discern- 
ment, and to veil these truths from those 
who looked with scorn upon His more direct 
teaching. 


2. It is the Word of the Kingdom — the 
truth of God — which we are commanded to 
preach in all the world. 


3. Preach or teach the Word. 


4. We cannot be sure that men who hear 
will have saving faith, but we are to go 
on sowing the Word just the same. 


5. Callous indifference, unreal emotional 
experiences, and occupation with earthly 
things 

6. Love must be willing, not forced, and 
each individual who hears has the priv- 
ilege of taking the Saviour or rejecting Him 
and His precepts. 


7. There will always be fruit in the life. 
8. Because many people never heed His 
Word, nor understand. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Topay’s SUGGESTION 


6¢T DON’T like to go to Sunday school 

because we most always have some 
different teacher. I’d like to go where 
they have the same teacher every Sun- 
day, and she has parties and things for 
them.” 


This criticism speaks for itself: an ab- 
sentee teacher, with various substitutes 
taking her place, and a class who feel 
that they have no teacher who cares any- 
thing about them. If you are an absentee 
teacher, take note. Children need atten- 
They should 
have it from Sunday school teachers as 
well as parents. Faithful Sunday school 
teachers have meant much in the lives of 
their pupils. 

If you are a delinquent teacher, join 
the ranks of the faithful ones. We are 
hearing a lot today about delinquent chil- 
dren, but I think the emphasis should be 
put on delinquent parents, and maybe de- 
linquent Sunday school teachers should 
come in for their share of blame. 


Topay’s LESSON 


1. People in the lesson today. 
Jesus Christ and the multitude. 
2. The lesson story. 
Three stories that Jesus told. 
(1) The parable of the sower. 
(2) The parable of the candle. 
(3) The parable of the mustard seed. 
Give the children a picture of the scene 
on that day by the Sea of Galilee, with 
such a crowd gathered to hear the Lord 
speak that He went into a boat just off 
the beach, and sat and taught the people 
from there. And He taught them by 
stories — stories of things that they knew 
about. Jesus Christ is the perfect 
Teacher, and we can all draw a lesson 
from His teaching by parables. He took 
simple things they could all understand, 
from which to draw His lessons. 


\\ 


The first story was about a man who 
went out to sow seed in the field. His 
hearers had all seen such a man. He 
told the story of the four kinds of ground 
on which the seed fell, and then ex- 
plained the spiritual application of the 
story. 

The next was the story of the candle 
—a familiar, everyday thing which they 
all used. He made the application for 
this story also. The third one which 
Mark records is the story of the mustard 
seed. But he says the Lord spoke with 
many such parables, and that He did not 
speak to them without a parable. What 
an example of teaching by objects! How 
slow we are to learn from Christ’s meth- 
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BIBLE 


A fast-growing Bible School ideally 
located in the great Northwest. Capable, 
devoted faculty; enthusiastic student 
body. A Bible-centered curriculum — 
fully accredited. Tuition FREE, ex- 
penses low. 

“Built with Prayer” 


Write for Catalog and particulars. 
Interesting tract “The Sin of Trying to be Good” 
sent free to all inquirers 
Willard M. Aldrich, Th.D., President 
703 N.E. Multnomah St., Portland 12, Oregon 








More Valuable Than Gold — “ Yea, Than Much Fine Gold” is 
“THE SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL” 


PLAN: Uses no Handcraft— ALL BIBLE — Teaches the Bible from cover 

to cover —a systematized curriculum covering the high points of the 
Bible — Twelve Years Course — Five weeks each summer, five days a week and three 
hours a day. Annual Commencement and Diplomas to Graduates. 


2ist ANNUAL 
TO BE HELD~IN THE 
Bible Presbyterian Chureh  (naitiiatea) 
N. E. Cor. 13th and Potter Streets 
January 27th (afternoon and evening) and 28th (all day and evening) 1944 


Always elicits enthusiasm — With unanimity declared to bea highly spiritual experience 
as well as informative. Each church may send two accredited delegates for whom en- 
tertainment will be provided throughout the Conference, 


CONFERENCE 


Chester, Pa. 





REGISTRATION FEE 
$1.00 per person 
This is a labor of love. No financial 
profit to anybody. 
Fill out and mail the coupon today ! 
Plan to attend the Conference. 





SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 
N. E. Cor. 13th and Potter Sts., Chester, Pa. 


Summer School, ’’ and enclosed find 10c to cover postage. 


Please send full information about the ““All-Bible 
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ods of teaching! We read that much 
more is learned through the eye-gate 
than through hearing, and we go right on 
trying to tell children instead of showing 
them. 

With all the lessons of this quarter, it 
is easy to use visual aid either by use of 
the flanrielgraph or the sand table. Have 
figures for Christ and His disciples, and 
make figures for other characters as you 
need them. Try to picture the scenes for 
the children. Make them real places and 
people. So often we fail to make the 
children know that the people we are 
talking about really lived. I have had 
Junior and even Adult pupils exclaim 
suddenly that they had just realized that 





Help inspire the saints to greater soul-winning effort, by passing out 
heart-searching, short, Christian stories in folder form. 

A Cobbler’s Lilies, by Ada E. Ferris. 50c per dozen; 
$3.00 100. A Nurse’s Experiencein Soul-Winning. 
by Wilhelmina Annas. Parts I and II (separate). 25c¢ 
per dozen; $2.00 per 100. Vera and a Verb, by Ken 
Anderson. 25c per dozen; $2.00 per 100. 





C.C. REAVEL, 802 S. Butler Avenue Marion, Indiana 
Sure Word of Prophecy, Bradbury : - $ 1.75 
Parables and Metaphors, Campbell Morgan - 3.00 
Bible Questions Answered, Pettingill : . 2.00 
Matthew Henry Commentary, 6 volumes : 18.00 
Clarke’s Commentary, 6 volumes : : 15.00 
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We Are Not Asleep 


ANY are called, but few are 

chosen. In the excitement of 

“Post-war” discussions, our 
starry-eyed dreamers do a great deal 
of talking; but they are like the 
mountain which labored and brought 
forth a mouse! 

We feel that you, as our friends, 
should know that your Jewish Mission 
is even now not only talking, but 
doing “Post-war” work. We are actu- 
ally operating in Paris, right under 
Hitler’s nose; in Palestine we are 
scouring the land for acreage for a 
Jewish Christian colony; in London 
we are holding in reserve several 
missionaries, to rocket them to the 
Continent the moment peace is de- 
clared. 

We are out on the firing line, with 
a divine urge that no stone shall be 
left unturned in our God-given task 
of reaching world-wide Jewry with 
the Gospel, and that every dollar you 
entrust to our hands shall be made 
to do one hundred cents of duty in 
the Lord’s harvest field. So we will 
continue as far and as fast as your 
friendship, sympathy, and above all, 
your prayers, will keep up the shout 
of encouragement, “Go Forward !” 
Are you with us? 





AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS © 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn 6, N. Y. 
39 King William Street 


Hamilton, Ontario - ~ Canada 











the people in the Bible lived once, that 
they were real people with loves and 
hates and trials and troubles just as we 
have today. The children would learn 
the lessons from the Bible so much better 
and more quickly if they were made 
more realistic to them. Let’s try it. 


Mopesto, Catir. 
we 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


IVE opportunity for the pupils to re- 
late experiences with the use of last 
week’s pocket pieces. 

An adaptation of an object lesson, “A 
Bible That Couldn’t Be Read,” by Lucy 
C. Stone, in THe Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs, 
January 17, 1942, may be used for the 
new lesson. A Bible, or one of the Gos- 
pels of Mark used by the class, is tied 
up with several cords, each marked with 
an appropriate tag. Choose for the tags 
those very excuses which pupils have 
given during past lessons for not read- 
ing their Scripture assignments. 

Ask the pupils to look up the new 
Golden Text in Mark 4:23. It may be 
placed on the blackboard at this time. 
Draw from the pupils the statement that 
we may hear the Lord’s words now 
through reading our Bibles. Next, ex- 
hibit the prepared Bible, which is sup- 
posed to belong to a boy named Bobbie. 
Ask someone to find the verse in Bob- 
bie’s Bible. 

When the fact that the Bible cannot 
be opened is revealed, call attention to 
one of the tags: “Too busy.” What was 
it that kept Bobbie so busy he couldn’t 
read his Bible? (Allow suggestions.) 
Bobbie looks ashamed and goes for a 
pair of scissors. Jimmy, you may pre- 
tend you are Bobbie and you can show 
us what he does with this cord. (Jimmy 
cuts the cord.) Fine! 

Now see if you can find Mark 4:23 in 
Bobbie’s Bible. No? Oh, yes, I see, here 
is another cord, and it has a tag, too; 
what does it say? “I forgot.” Strange 
thing ‘about that! Bobbie, I am.sure, 
didn’t forget his breakfast, or his school; 
he didn’t forget his paper route, nor the 
hour of the ball game. He even remem- 
bered to tune in to his favorite radio 
program, but_he forgot to read his Bible! 
(Continue until all the cords on Bobbie’s 
Bible are cut.) 


Now look at your own Bible and think 
if it was bound this week. How many 
cords were on yours? I’m sure you'll want 
to cut them all this next week. Your 
readings for this week should include 
the following verses: Mark 3:35;%:9, 20, 
23, 25, 29, 34. 


Can you imagine our Lord’s changing 
the words of our Golden Text to: “If 
any boy have a Bible, let him read it”? 
The Lord told a story about how people 
heard His Word, and I think we can see 
how the story fits the way we read His 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES for January 8, 1944 


Word nowadays. (Tell the story of the 
sower, Mark 4:3-9.) Underline “by the 
way side” (v. 4). Compare with verse 
15. Underline “on stony ground” (v. 5). 
Compare with verses 16, 17. Underline 
“among thorns” (v. 7). Compare with 
verses 18 and 19. Underline “on good 
ground” (v. 8). Compare with verse 20. 

Which kind of ground are the follow- 
ing boys and girls? Mary Ann heard her 
Sunday school teacher talk about read- 
ing the Bible last Sunday. But Mary 
Ann did not think of doing it once dur- 
ing the week. Her Bible was all tied 
up with I forgot’s! Raymond went home 
fully intending to read his Bible every 
day. Monday and Tuesday he read his 
assignments faithfully and at school tried 
to be obedient and patient. But Wed- 
nesday his two brothers began to tease 
him when they saw him read his Gospel. 
He decided to wait until some time when 
they were not around. But he did not 
find a good time, and did not open his 
Bible again. Lois read her Bible Sun- 
day. But Monday she was so busy with 
school and play that she kept putting it 
off and did not do it at all. Thursday 
Margaret asked her if she were reading 
every day. “No,” she replied, “I guess 
my Bible had a ‘Too busy’ string tied 
tightly around it!” Roger read his Bible 
every day, and tried to live the way it 
showed was right. His mother noticed 
he was more obedient and willing to 
help at home. His teacher at school 
found he was less troublesome and more 
truthful. His Sunday school teacher 
found he understood more clearly what 
it meant to be a Christian. By another 
Sunday you will be one of these kinds 
of ‘ground, too. Which will you be? And 
how much good grain will your life pro- 
duce? 


Bucksport, MAINE. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 
How Does Gop’s Worp Arrect Your Lire? 


¢¢y SAW also the Lord .. . high and 

lifted up,” said Isaiah, and from that 
moment he had a Person about whom 
he could speak. Even the Lord’s warn- 
ing that some of the seed of his message 
would fall on poor soil did not daunt 
this man. He was willing to lift up and 
glorify his Lord before the world, and 
leave the results in His care. 

No one can exalt Christ without a 
knowledge of Him through the Bible. 
That knowledge must be implanted 
either by one who has seen Christ in 
the Bible for himself and through a dy- 
namic testimony and Scripture references 
can make Him known to others, or the 
Word must be implanted in the heart of 
the learner by his own study. 

How does God’s Word affect a life? 
Is it natural for young people to enjoy 
and understand the Bible? Recently as 
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a lovely Christian girl finished reading 
a portion of a lesson text she said, “I 
don’t understand it. I just read words.” 
Is this often true? How may we who 
teach encourage young folks to have 
hearing ears, and eyes that will behold 
the Lord Jesus? 

How soon may a girl start to be a 
sower of the Word? Must she wait until 
she clearly understands it? Frank Lau- 
bach, in his system of helping illiterate 
natives to read, wants every learner to 
become a teacher. Certainly this should 
be a goal in teaching God’s Word. One 
verse can make a lesson for a beginner. 
Very often a small child can explain a 
thought that he has grasped in such a 
way that his classmates understand bet- 
ter than they did the teacher’s explana- 
tion. The naturalness, enthusiasm, and 
simplicity of such a “teacher” compen- 
sates for lack of'preparation and method. 
More than this, it encourages the little 
one in‘Christian service. 

How will hearers respond? They will 
respond to our efforts today just as they 
did to Isaiah. When little learners tell 
of their Christian faith, they are so de- 
lighted with the privilege, that the con- 
tagion of their enthusiasm is almost ir- 
resistible. Children make good soil for 
any sower, and they make good sowers 
of the Seed. / 

Why should Christians spread a knowl- 
edge of the Word of God among other 
folks? (Rom. 10:13-16.) How, otherwise, 
would a lost world know of the Saviour? 
Just now there is tremendous oppor- 
tunity for sowing seed “by the way side,” 
on busses, streetcars, or anywhere that 
casual conversation can take place; upon 
“stony ground” where hearts have grown 
indifferent and bitter because of life’s 
hardships and unrest; and among “thorns” 
of overwork, pleasure seeking, and the 
craze for high pay even with young “teen- 
agers” who, leave school to start work. 


_ Are You Reacuine ALL 
THE Boys AND GIRLS YOU SHOULD? 


This question is addressed to older 
Christians who could combine a patriotic 
service with a desire to win souls for 
Christ. In rural districts where young 
folks are leaving home to enter the world 
outside are Christian workers gathering 
them together to implant a love for the 
Bible? Let us send our neighbors forth 
with the Word of God in their hearts and 
their hands. 


In congested city areas opportunities 
are ripe for service. Why do we have 
sO many cases of juvenile delinquents? 
Someone failed them in the past. Will 
Christians continue to fail them now? 
We should provide nurture for the splen- 
did, consecrated young people of our 
churches whom we have always served, 
but who will present Christ to the great 
unreached multitudes outside the church 
unless Christian adults are willing to 
volunteer extra time, talent, and expense 
to make it possible? It is not for us to 
choose the souls who respond to the seed 


we sow. We may never know how much 
fruit our service brings forth, but we 
know that God will give the increase 
somewhere. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
we 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, tr. 





Sunday, January 23 


Il. Torchbearers in the Dark Ages 
(Heb. 11:36-40) 





Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are used 
by permission. 

HE “Dark Ages” is a term gener- 

ally applied to that period of his- 
tory that lies between the fall of the 
Roman Empire, about A.D. 400, and the 
Reformation heralded by Martin Luther, 
which began early in the sixteenth cen- 
tury. 

The so-called civilization that flour- 
ished under the Greek and Roman Em- 
pires went into an abrupt eclipse under 
the impact of the invading hordes of 
barbarians that came down from what 
we now know as the Baltic countries, 
Germany, the Netherlands, and France. 
Literature and art suffered a serious set- 
back. However, on the other hand, the 
decadent immorality and senility that 
led to the fall of the Roman Empire was 
superseded by a fresh though crude re- 


‘ spect for women, sense of honor, love 


of liberty, and the like, that under the 
purifying influence of Christianity laid 
the foundation for the Renaissance pe- 
riod that was to follow. 
p 4 

The beginning of the Dark Ages was 
characterized by the official apostasy of 
the Christian church. Departing from 
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Christian young men and young women in practical 
Psychiatric nursing. School in beautiful surroundings. 
Salary given while learning. Write: 

Director of Nurses 
Christian Sanatorium Midland Park, N. J. 
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By 
America’s No. 1 Blind Man 
Walter D. Kallenbach, Ph.D., Th.D. 
Famous Blind Evangelist 


PRESENTING the fourth book in the “That 


Men May” Series — Evangelistic Sermons which 
are unique expositions of Scripture. 


“THAT MEN MAY 
LIVE” — Features: The 
seven phases of the cruci- 
fixion -~ A different 
approach to Christ’s Re- 
demptive work. 


i 





Cloth bo: d, 
postpad $1.00 
‘“‘THAT MEN MAY’’ SERIES — complete 
A Grand Gift 


“THAT MEN MAY KNOW” 
“THAT MEN MAY BELIEVE” 
“THAT MEN MAY SEE 
“THAT MEN MAY LIVE” 
Cloth bound, postpaid, SHam, or $3. 50 


all four at special price 
$1.00 COMBINATION OFFER: 

Individua] discussions. on phases of Christian 
Doctrine se al ital and challenging! 

1 — Standard Songs of Evangelism 
12 — Scripture Helps for Personal Work 

1— Salvation and What Follows 

1 — Law and Commandment 

1 — Message and Authorship of Epistle to the 

Hebrews 

ee ee e 


HIGHER SIGNIFICANCE OF THE GOSPEL 
Answers a uestion, “What is the Gospel” — also 
r. 


contains Kallenbach’s Life —_ 
Cloth bound, postpaid . - $1.50 
Paper bound, postpaid . - $1.00 
Complete Library of Dr. Kallenbach’ 5 
books as listed above, postpaid .. $6. 00 
Order from Deperwnent: ssT 


NORTHLAND PUBLISHING HOUSE 
2642 University Avenue St. Paul 2, Minn. 
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Colorful New War Tract—100 at T5e, S00 at $3.25, 1000 at $6.06 
amazing climax. A life Peek vie 6. Bible stopped 
bullet, and used to win a whole com: eae 
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“Battle of Savo Sound”, “Pilot over Berlin”, *‘When Hitler Meets God 
Alone”, “Extra Rations”, etc. Samples and list FREE, Write TODAY! 
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brings you 25 new tracts monthly, 
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ship—50 tracts monthly, etc., plus FREE 2-comp. tract holder. 


TRACT-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB, 322 W. Washington Street, Chicago 
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FLANNEL ART No Pasting! 


Classroom flannel board 
INTERNATIONAL AY SCHOOL 


SHOW the Sunday School Lessons to the children. oasis 
the flannel board as you tell the story. All 


pictures and scen furnished. Comes beautifully col- 
ored and Fiann Fisumetised. Trim and it's ready to usel Ties 
scenes to each lesson. Complete teacher's Les- 


son story told in child’s 
Only 


13 complete lessons, includ scenery and manual 
Pde we designed Flannel Art re is , 


THE HIGLEY PRESS (Dept ssT) 


red lessons for teaching the 
LESSONS 


language 
Per Quarter (Mailing 10c extra) 
Art boards 75¢ and $1.25 
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Open air meeting in New York City with Mr, Aston 


Herp REACH THE JEWS 
For Curist 


Never before has there been such opportu- 
nity to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the Jews. Of the 2,500,000 Jews in New 
York City, many are Hebrew Christian 
refugees from Europe. 
A large responsibility for the evangeli- 
zation of these Jews rests with the New 
York Jewish Evangelization Society, 
founded in 1908, by the sainted Dr. 
Thomas M. Chalmers. 
We need your gifts and prayerful co-opera- 
tion to enable us toprocure more mission- 
for this large and strategic Jewish 
mission field. 
Send for monthly “Jewish Missionary 
Magazine.”” Yearly subscription, $1.00. 
Sample copy, 10 cents. 


New YORK JEWISH EVANGELIZATION SOCIETY 
| Rev. Frederick A. Aston, A.M., Director 








56 Second Avenue, New York 3, N. Y. 








It will help to say you saw it in The 
Sunday School Times. 


the pure and simple apostolic faith, the 
church began to acquire temporal power 
and wealth. During the Dark Ages it 
rose to its greatest peak of temporal 
power and had begun to decline by the 
time the Reformation began. The rise in 
temporal power was accompanied by a 
decline in spiritual power. The clergy 
became supreme and the common peo- 
ple powerless. Never had the church 
greater power over the minds of men. 
She controlled all departments of life, 
monopolized all learning, and made the 
sciences and arts tributary to herself. 
She founded universities, built lofty 
cathedrals, stirred up the Crusades, made 
and unmade kings, and dispensed bless- 
ings and curses to whole nations. 

Nevertheless through all of this period 
missionaries of the church trained the 
rude and unlettered peoples of the Ger- 
manic, Slavic, and Gaelic races to read 
and write and laid the foundation for 
society and literature and art. “Thus,” 
says Schaff in his “History of the Chris- 
tian Church,” “the teaching of the church 
became the law in the land, and formed 
the very foundation of all social and po- 
litical organization.” 


4 
Throughout this period of medieval 
twilight, however, there were individ- 
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our many friends. 





Ramon Cabrera ' 
is now preaching the Gospel in Spanish through the 


@ PIONEER MISSIONARY BROADCASTER e 


in the heart of the Andes Mountains. Mr. and Mrs. Cabrera come to 
HCJB after many years of successful ministry to Span epemiing 
groups and territories in Cuba and the United States. i 

tor in Los Angeles, California, he has assisted in presenting messages 
for the Buenas Nuevas and Charles E. Fuller programs. 
mend our colaborers, Mr. and Mrs. Ramon Cabrera to the prayers of 
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FACING APPALLING FACTS! 


Never in History Have Christians Been Challenged as Now. 


February Issue “Prophecy Monthly” 


Lays bare a situation in Europe that puts an immediate obligation upon every 


» Christian. GET THE FACTS! 





events and proph 








Box BB, Eagle Rock Station - 





OTHER FEBRUARY TOPICS 
**A Case for the Psychiatrist — the Anti-Semite.”” 
“The People Versus the Devil and His Angels.” 
“Answer to the New Outer Darkness Teaching.” 
“Demons and Christian Doctrine.” 
“Prophecy Primer — a new series of basic studies in Prophecy.” 
In no other magazine will you find so much vital information on world 
Ask for a sample copy if you wish — send 25 cents 


- '- fora 4 months i or $1 for a full 12 months. Don’t miss another 
Dr Keith L. Bresks, Editor i-cu6) Free to missionaries. Official Organ of 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 


Rev. Fred H. Wight, Executive Secretary 


Les Angeles 41, Calif. 
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uals who kept alive the simple, pure 
teachings of the Gospel and of the Chris- 
tian faith. The leader of this week’s 
meeting will find it helpful to confine 
himself to a brief word picture of the 
“Dark Ages,” and to call upon different 
members of his group each.to give a 
brief comment on one of the outstand- 
ing leaders of the period. These assign- 
ments should of course be made well in 
advance so that information may be 
gathered either from the pastor’s library 
or from the public library. 

You will want to include Augustine, 
who, although he lived, taught, and 
wrote largely before the fall of the Ro- 
man Empire, nevertheless, through his 
writings “On the Trinity” and “City of 
God,” created a profound influence in 
the religious thinking of the years that 
followed, 

Hildebrand, Bernard of Clairvaux, St. 
Francis of Assisi, Thomas 4 Kempis, 
John Wycliffe, and John Huss all belong 
to this period. 

Helpful biographical sketches of Au- 
gustine, St. Francis of Assisi, John Huss, 
and John Wycliffe are in the “Little Li- 
brary of Biography,” which consists of 
a number of vest-pocket booklets of 
about thirty-two pages each, (Zondervan 
Publishing House, 847 N. Ottawa Ave., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., 5 cents each.) 

Two excellent books on church his- 
tory of this period are: “A History of the 
Christian Church,” by Williston Walker. 


‘ (Charles Scribner Co., New York City, 


$3.50.) 

“A Manual of Church History,” 2 
volumes, by A. H. Newman. (American 
Baptist Publication Society, Philadelphia, 
$2.50 each.) 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Children at Home 


The Next Door Kitten 
By Perley R. Wade 


ALLY SUE sat on a bench close to 

the hedge between her house and 
the house next door. She was knitting 
a scarf for her doll Isabel. Grandmother 
had taught her how to put a loop of the 
yarn over the hook and to draw one 
loop through the other and now stitch 
by stitch she had made the scarf an 
inch long. ‘ 

She knit away industriously so as not 
to think how lonesome she was. They 
had only lived here a week. It was 
not so bad the first few days, for they 
were busy getting unpacked and settled. 
Every now and then as Sally Sue 
looked out of the window she saw a 
little girl next door, playing with a gray 
kitten, but most of the time there was 
no little girl in sight. Sally Sue won- 
dered what she was doing to keep her 
so busy that she only came out once in 
a while. She would have liked to know 
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her neighbor, and how she would have 
liked to play with the kitten! As she 
thought about it, she gave an impatient 
tug at her knitting, and several stitches 
came off the needle and her ball of yarn 
rolled under the leaves of the hedge. 

She was busy getting back the lost 
stitches on the needle, when she felt a 
tug at the ball of yarn, and there was 
the gray kitten from next door, lying 
on his back and holding the yarn in his 
feet, and kicking at it with all his might. 

“Oh, you cute kitten !” cried Sally Sue, 
as she picked him up. “I suppose I must 
carry you home. But how I would like 
to play with you this afternoon !” 

She hurried into the next yard with 
the kitten, but although she rang the 
bell over and over, no one answered. 
The house seemed all shut up. 

“I can have you for a little while any- 
way,” she said to the gray kitten. “I 
hope they stay away a long, long time.” 

First Sally Sue and the kitten had a 
game of romp all over the yard; then 
when the kitten was tired and lay down, 


_ Sally Sue lifted him into her doll car- 


riage. Carefully she spread the blanket 
over him, and as he fell asleep she 
wheeled him up and down the walk and 
around the block, and home again. 

As she came home again after the third 
time around the block, she saw the lit- 
tle girl who lived next door coming along 
with her father and mother, and she 
was crying. 

“I wonder what is the matter,” thought 
Sally Sue, “perhaps she thinks the kitten 
is lost. I must carry him over.” 

She slowly wheeled the carriage over 
into the yard next door, “Here is your 
kitten,” she said. “I wanted him dread- 
fully, but of course he belongs to you, 
and when he came over to my yard I 
just borrowed him.” 

The little girl next door stopped her 
tears. “Would you really like him?” she 
asked. “Oh, I would be so glad if you 


wouldtake him. You see, we are going to 
move way out to California, and I could 
not take Smoky with me. We have just 
been to the Animal Rescue League to 
arrange for them to take him tomorrow 
when we go.” 

“Oh, please, let me have him!” said 
Sally Sue. “Mother has been promising 
me that when we get all settled I should 
have a kitten. I will take good care 
of Smoky, and if you wish I will write 
you and tell you about him sometimes.” 

“Oh, I would love that!” said the little 
girl next door, happily. “Now we can 
telephone the League not to come for 
him. I am so glad he is going to stay 
with you. As soon as we are settled in 
California I shall write to you and give 
you my address, Then you can tell me 
all about him.” 

And Smoky, waking up, purred hap- 
pily as if he, too, was glad to have such 
a nice little playmate, and he never 
knew how very, very near he came to 
being an Animal League Cat. 

MELROSE, Mass. 
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The Secret of Victory Over Sin 
(Continued from second page) 


does not say, reckon sin dead to you. 
God’s way of victory over sin is not 
through the suppression of sinful desires, 
nor through the eradication of the old 
nature, nor yet through the cleansing 
of inbred sin. God’s way of victory is 
through crucifixion — deliverance is only 
through death. There is a vast differ- 
ence between reckoning myself dead to 
sin and reckoning sin dead to me. Every 
attempt to make sin dead to me, through 
self-effort, or struggle, or blessing, or 
make-believe, is not following the Scrip- 
ture pattern. God says I am to reckon 
myself dead to sin. If I am willing to 
be rid of sin, let faith fasten on the 
fact of my death to sin through my actual 
life-union with Christ. I am “in Christ,” 
and to be in Him is to be “dead to sin.” 
Oh, to believe it! Never mind the feel- 
ings. Each time I come up against some 
particular sin, let me there say: I died 
to that in Christ. If it be a worldly at- 
traction: I am crucified to the world and 
the world unto me. If it be proud, 
haughty self, again let me reckon: One 
died for all, all died. Then I should 
not, and need not, live unto myself —I 
am dead to my selfish pride and conceit 


and haughtiness. Let me do as the two. 


young women who replied to an invita- 
tion. to attend a ball: “We are very 
sorry, it will be impossible for us to 
attend, we died last week. We are Chris- 
tians.” They had declared their testi- 
mony in baptism the previous week, as 
dead, buried, risen, and henceforth 
Christ-ones only. 

It is said that Emperor William re- 
fused request for an audience prepared 
by a German-American (?). The Em- 
peror declared that Germans born in 
Germany but naturalized in America 
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BROWN, INC., 225 Fifth Ave., 
Dept. D-118 New York 10, N. Y. 


WANTED — novuseKeerer for Nurses Home 
Evangelical Christian faith. Write: 


Director of Nurses 
Christian Sanatorium « Midland Park, N. J. 


Through the Bible Study 
By Dr. Harlin J. Roper, Pastor 
Scofield Memorial Church 
“I know of no Sunday school course 
that can equal it ause it slights no 
part of God’s Word. It is truly compre- 
hensive.” — Dr. Carl Armerding 
Samples—15c each; 4 grades 50c. 
Genesis to Revelation, Chapter by Chapter 


Through the Bible Study, 2010 Bryan, Dallas, Texas 


.- FOR MEN IN SERVICE *« 

and Others too! * 
Five NEW TRACTS . . . Appealing messages of 
ag power. Beautifully printed in national * 
colors. True soul-winners. Popular in Camps and 
overseas. Samples FREE. 
Order NOW—have on hand when needed. Only 
8 cents a doz.; 50 cents a 100. Write today. 

FAITH, PRAYER & TRACT LEAGUE 
Dept. T2 Muskegon Heights, Mich. oe 
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Join with Your Friends 


IN CLASS BIBLE STUDY 
The inspiration of group study .. . 
the careful guidance of a well planned 


course . ... that’s what the Corre- 
spondence School Class Study Plan 
provides, 

Half-price enrollment to members of 
a class numbering ten or more. Send 
today for folder listing courses and 
telling you how to organize a class, 
Address Dept. $-838 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
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Mutual Network and =~ 
ent Stations. Consult r log 
of lecal newspapers for stations 
and times. 


CHARLES E. FULLER, Director 
P. ©. Box 123, Los Angeles, Calif. 


New for Your Flannel board 


Visualized Bible Lessons by Mrs. E. P. Barrett, Set 
of 14 includes Easter, devotional and doctrinal lessons 
for young people and adults, $1.00. Also Object Les- 
sons, 5 on Salvation, 5 on Christian Life, $1.00. Write 
for information about Missionary and Bible Stories. 


HOLLENBECK & McCALL 


P. O. BOX 122 ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA 


You Too Can Have a Live, Interesting, 
Young People’s Society 


ar 1 USE OUR NEW 
IMPROVED 
{> =) QUARTERLY 


. Young 
43 | People’s 
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became Americans: “I know Americans, 
I know Germans, but German-Americans 
I do not know.” Even so, I was once 
bound in Adam. I am now freed in 
Christ. The cross cut me off, killed me 
outright to the old citizenship and life. 
I am no Adam-Christ believer. Such a 
position will get me no audience with 
my King, bring me no deliverance from 
bondage to the old man. Let me cease 
at once any such unholy duplicity. Let 
me declare that I am Christ’s and His 
alone. Let me yield fully unto Him as 
one “dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Rom, 6:11). 
(To be continued) 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 17 to 22 


Mon.—Mark 4:1-9. The Parable of the Sower. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Behold, there 
went out a sower to sow.” The gardens 
of the heart, mind, home, church, and the 
world are so many places for good or evil 
seed. Be careful what you sow, for 
seeds will surely grow, and the harvest 
must be reaped by and by. What will 
the harvest of your sowings be? Christ’s 
seed is the only good seed. Sow all of 
it you can as long as ever you can. Pray 
that your life may tell for the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
Tues.—Mark 4:10-13, 
The Purpose of the Parables. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The twelve 
asked of him the parable.” As the 
twelve apostles asked Christ to explain 
the meaning of His parable, we also 
should pray for light on His wondrous 
Word. Beyond the sacred page we need 
— 
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the Lord whose Word: is manna to our 
hungry souls. In His light we see light. 
Pray for a revival in the Sunday schools 
throughout the world. 
Wed.—Mark 4:14-20. 
The Interpretation of the Parables. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Know ye not 
this parable?” (v. 13.) Our Lord is a 
patient and particular interpreter. He 
takes pains with/the dull scholars that 
we are in His school. As He took great 
care to help the Twelve to understand 
this parable which gives the key to all 
the others, so He will open the under- 
standing of His obedient people as they 
think over His wonderful words of life. 
Pray for quickness of understanding of 
the truth of God. 
Thurs.—Mark 4:21-29. 
The Candlestick and the Seed. 
PraYeR SuGcesTions: “A candle ... 
under a bushel? , . . Cast seed into the 
ground.” There is a place for everything, 
and everything should be kept in its 
place. A light intended for Christ and 
His people must not be covered up; and 
seed to be sown ought not to be kept out 
of prepared ground. But, alas, how little 
shining and seed-sowing there is in this 
needy world! Pray for a faithful heart 
inclined to do God’s will. 
Fri.—Mark 4:30-34, 
The Parable of the Mustard Seed. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Mustard seed... 
when it is sown.” Do not use your kind 
of mustard seed when you are seeking to 
understand the Lord’s parable. How- 
ever, let us remember that little can be- 
come much either under the influence 
of sin and Satan, or the blessing of the 
Lord. Great things grow from little 
seeds in hearts as well as on land. Be 
careful what you sow. Pray about all 
the details of your life and work. 
Sat.—2 Peter 3:14-18. 
Growth in Grace and Knowledge. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” The word 
“but” introduces an opposite action from 
the evil one mentioned in the preceding 
verse. As evil men work hard to ad- 
vance evil, so our Lord calls upon us to 
advance in His grace and truth. Pray 
that the Lord will teach you to do His 
will. 
Sun.—Psalm 119:33-40. 
A Prayer for Understanding. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Give me under- 
standing.” This prayer was offered also 
by David’s son, King Solomon. God gave 
him, and later on also gave Daniel, un- 
derstanding in the things of God. This 
prayer is one that greatly pleases the 
Lord. Is this your sincere desire? Pray 
for an understanding in all things need- 
ful for life and service for the Lord. 
p 
Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times and Christian Youth, 
in all departments; for the writers of 
lesson articles, and other contributors; 
and for God’s blessing upon the contents 
of the two papers. 








